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Getting  Back  Parcel  24 


By  Adam  Smith 

Many  years  ago,  the  stretch  of  Hudson 
Street  that  is  South  of  Kneeland  Street  was¬ 
n't  so  suffocating. 

Residents  of  the  brick  houses  that  line 
the  East-side  of  the  cramped  street  did  not 
always  look  out  their  windows  and  see  the 
embankment  of  a  highway  off  ramp. 

At  one  time,  both  sides  of  Hudson 
Street  were  lined  with  brick  homes. 

But  then  came  the  wrecking  ball.  In  the 
1950s  and  1960s,  the  houses  were  crushed 
to  dust  and  rubble,  and  up  went  part  of  the 
highway.  The  approximately  300  residents 
-  which  included  many  Chinese  families  - 
were  paid  only  about  a  third  of  the  value 
of  their  homes,  say  reports  by  the  Asian 
(CONTINUED  PAGE  3) 


Above:  parcel  map  with  Parcel  24  and  Transportation  Committee 


Question  2:  Vote  Yes  Or  No?  Two  Opinions... 


Vote  Yes  on  Question  2:  Install  English 
Immersion 


Some  people  say  that  the  English  immersion  initiative  is  anti¬ 
immigrant.  How  could  implementing  a  program  to  teach  immi¬ 
grant  kids  English  quickly  and  efficiently  be  anti-immigrant?  After 
all,  to  survive  independently  in  America,  you  need  to  be  able  to 
speak  the  language. 

We  should  expect  that  immigrant  students  -  especially  the 
younger  ones  -  are  taught  in  a  way  that  makes  them  reasonably 
fluent  in  short  order.  And  we  should  certainly  expect  students 
who  spend  four  years  in  a  Massachusetts  school  to  be  able  to  grad¬ 
uate  school  with  a  command  of  English.  But  that  hasn't  been  hap¬ 
pening  nearly  enough.  Instead,  numerous  graduates  of  bilingual 

programs  in  this  state 
have  been  linguisti- 


Ron  Unz,  the  money  behind  Question  2. 


cally  crippled.  Why? 
Because  the  state's 
current  bilingual  cur- 
riculums  stifle  the 
normally  rapid 
acquiring  of  a  new 
language  by  child 
and  early-teenage 
students. 

By  the  time  they  fin¬ 
ish  three  to  four  years 
of  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion,  most  students 
are  entering  adult¬ 
hood.  At  that  point. 


Vote  No  On  Question  2:  Preserve 
Bilingual  Ed. 

On  November  5th,  Massachusetts  voters  will  be  deciding  on  a 
ballot  question  that  may  have  enormous  impact  on  the  education 
of  English  Language  Learners  in  the  state's  public  schools.  If 
passed.  Question  2  would  limit  programs  for  most  of  these  English 
Language  Learners  -  those  students  with  limited  English  profi¬ 
ciency  -  to  ONE  year  of  English-only  instructions. 

Teachers  could  also  be  sued  for  using  a  language  other  than 
English  in  the  classroom,  under  Sect.  6,  b.  of  the  English  immersion 
initiative. 

The  referendum  campaign  for  English-only  instructions  is 
sponsored  by  a  right 

wing  California  mil-  Suzanne  Lee,  principle  of  the  Quincy 
lionaire,  Ron  Unz,  School,  rallying  against  Question  2 
who  has  used  his  con¬ 
siderable  resources  to 
fund  his  political  cru¬ 
sade  to  end  bilingual 
education  in  the 
United  States.  Using 
the  leverage  of  the  cit¬ 
izens'  initiative 
process,  he  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  manipulat¬ 
ed  public's  miscon¬ 
ceptions  about  bilin¬ 
gual  education  to 
pass  anti-bilingual 
education  referen- 
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Editor's  Note 

As  you  can  see.  Sampan  has  a 
new  look.  We  hope  this  cover 
design  allows  you  to  easier  find 
what's  inside  our  paper,  and  we 
hope  you  find  the  paper  more  invit¬ 
ing  -  after  all,  this  is  your  commu¬ 
nity  newspaper. 

Please  keep  in  mind  that  we  will 
likely  be  modifying  and  perfecting 
our  new  cover  page  in  the  coming 
issues  and  we  would  appreciate  any 
advice  from  our  readers.  If  you 
have  suggestions,  criticisms,  com¬ 
plaints  or  just  want  to  pass  along  a 
few  ideas,  contact  us.  Call  (61 7)  426- 
9492,  Ext.  207  or  email 
Englisheditor@aaca-boston.org  or 
write  to  Sampan,  200  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA,  02116.  Or  stop  in  to 
our  office.  We  look  forward  to  hear¬ 
ing  from  you. 


Corrections  and  Notes: 

In  our  last  issue,  because  of  a  last 
minute  editing  error,  we  omitted  the 
full  names  and  titles  of  the  leaders  of 
the  new  Asian  Pacific  American 
Agenda  Coalition  PAC.  They  are:  Chi 
Chi  Wu,  who  is  the  co-chair,  and 
Adam  Chu,  who  is  the  treasurer. 

Also,  the  public  meeting  for 
Kensington  Place  is  Nov.  12  at  6:30 
p.m.  at  Posner  Hall,  200  Harrison  Ave. 

Finally,  in  a  story  about  the  South 
Cove  Community  Health  C  enter's 
30th  Anniversary,  Sampan  noted  that 
there  would  be  an  interview  with 
Esther  Lee  and  Eugene  Welch  of  the 
center.  Because  of  the  timeliness  of  the 
ballot  Question  2,  Sampan  is  running 
stories  about  the  English  immersion 
initiative  and  holding  the  interviews 
for  our  next  issue. 

Sampan  regrets  any  inconveniences 
these  may  have  caused  our  readers. 


CPA  Banquet  Celebrates  Big  25 


By  Talia  Whyte 

The  Chinese  Progressive  Association 

marked  its  25^*  anniversary  in  style  with 
food,  spirits  and  entertainment  at  the 
China  Pearl  Restaurant  on  Oct.  19.  CPA 
members,  politicians,  community  leaders 
and  Chinatown  residents  alike  gathered 
to  celebrate  this  milestone. 

"We've  been  here  for  25  years,"  said 
Suzanne  Lee,  CPA  Chairwoman,  "Who 
would  think  we  would  still  be  here?" 

In  keeping  with  the  program's  theme, 
'Forward  Together  for  Justice,'  many 
attendees,  both  young  and  old,  gave  testi¬ 
monies  about  how  the  organization  has 
helped  shaped  the  Chinatown  communi¬ 
ty  politically  and  socially  in  the  past. 

They  also  told  of  its  plans  for  the  future. 
Representatives  from  the  Mayor's  Office 
and  the  Chinese  Consulate  commended 
CPA  for  keeping  the  community  abreast 
about  current  issues  affecting  Asian 
Americans. 

Dressed  to  Celebrate.  Back  row.  Left  to  R 
Leung,  Patrick  Li;  Front  row:  Jeff  Fong,  N 


There  was  much  discussion  about 
state  ballot  Question  2.  If  passed, 
Question  2  would  require  immigrant  stu¬ 
dents  to  learn  English  in  one  a  year 
immersion  program.  Also  under  this 
mandate,  a  teacher  could  possibly  be 
sued  for  "educational  damages"  if  he  or 
she  "willfully  and  repeatedly"  doesn't 
follow  the  initiative's  rules. 

"Except  for  Native  Americans,  every¬ 
one  on  this  continent  is  an  immigrant," 
said  State  Senator  Diane  Wilkerson,  who 
if  reelected  in  November  will  have  the 
district  she  represents  expand  to 
Chinatown.  "To  pass  this  bill  will...  pull 
the  ladder  under  everyone  else  struggling 
to  learn  the  language.  And  honestly  I 
think  the  proposal  is  racist.  I  am  not 
afraid  to  say  it  either.  This  law  is  racist." 

CPA  also  used  the  banquet  to  initiate 
a  campaign  to  find  a  new  home  for  its 
offices.  At  least  $100,000  for  a  down-pay¬ 
ment  will  be  needed  to  make  this 
(CONTINUED  PAGE  6) 

ht:  Marianne  Chow,  Helen  Lee,  Andrea 
n  Chang,  Alice  Leung,  Susanna  Chan, 


Louis  Chan,  Amy  Leung 


Almost  A  Year  Later 
and  Still  No  Word  on 
CCBA  Elections 

Last  year,  on  Dec.  4,  Dick  Wong  was 
elected  to  be  the  new  president  of  the 
Chinese  Consolidated  Benevolent 
Association.  Shortly  after  the  election, 
Wong's  opponent,  John  Seto,  who  lost  by 
one  vote,  said  the  election  wasn't  conduct¬ 
ed  fairly.  Seto  filed  a  law  suit  and  the 
court  agreed  that  the  election  was  invalid. 

Raymond  Chin,  the  former  president, 
assumed  power  of  the  long-time 
Chinatown  umbrella  organization. 

Nearly  a  year  has  passed  and  the  prob¬ 
lem  still  isn't  resolved.  The  nonprofit  says 
it's  working  with  the  Attorney  General's 
office  to  draft  new  rules  to  guide  the 
CCBA's  elections. 

"We  still  don't  know  yet.  So  far,  so 
good,"  said  Chin. 

But  some  don't  think  it's  so  good  that 
in  11  months  new  rules  haven't  been  writ¬ 
ten  and  a  new  election  hasn't  taken  place. 

Chin  claimed  that  during  the  last  elec¬ 
tion  "actually  everything  was  OK."  Chin 
and  the  Attorney  General's  office  remain 
cryptic  as  to  what  exactly  the  problem  was. 

When  asked  if  he  knew  when  the  new 
elections  would  be  held,  Jamie  Katz  who  is 
working  with  the  CCBA  at  the  Attorney 
General's  office  said:  "The  short  answer  is 
no.  Right  now  we  are  discussing  various 
issues  with  the  CCBA.  The  election  is  one 
of  those  issues." 

When  pushed  to  explain,  Katz  only 
said:  "We're  not  going  to  say  anything 
public  now." 

Even  Gerald  Heng,  the  CCBA's  volun¬ 
teer  co-CEO  is  wondering  why  it's  taking 
so  long. "We're  waiting  for  the  Attorney 
General's  office  to  say  (what  we  should 
do).  We  want  a  new  election  and  new 
rules,"  said  Heng. 

According  to  Heng,  the  problem  with 
the  last  election  was  that  a  few  groups  that 
are  under  the  CCBA  umbrella  voted 
though  they  shouldn't  have.  They  were  not 
registered  non-profits,  according  to  Heng, 
though  they  were  "grandfathered  in"  to  be 
allowed  to  vote.  The  CCBA  and  the 
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Stein  Passes  Asian  Pacific  American  Agenda  Coalition's  'Test' 


By  Adam  Smith 

If  it  were  up  to  the  Asian  Pacific 
American  Agenda  Coalition,  Green  Party 
candidate  Jill  Stein  would  be  the  best 
choice  for  governor.  Stein  received  the 
highest  score  on  the  coalition's  "report 
card"  that  rates  the  candidates  according  to 
their  answers  on  a  list  of  questions  relevant 
to  Asian  Americans  in  the  state. 

Stein  got  92%.  Following  her  was 
Democrat  Shannon  O'Brien  who  got  71%. 
Though  he  didn't  receive  a  grade, 
Republican  Mitt  Romney  was  blasted  by 
the  coalition  for  not  filling  out  the  "test," 
though  he  did  provide  a  short  written 
statement  about  his  position  on  some 
issues  relevant  to  minorities  and  immi¬ 
grants.  The  report  card  didn't  mention 
Libertarian  candidate  Carla  Howell  or 
Independent  candidate  Barbara  Johnson. 

The  multiple-choice  questionnaire  that 
Stein  and  O'Brien  filled  out  started  with 
questions  that  only  candidates  diving  into 
political  suicide  would  answer  unfavor¬ 
ably. 

Question  one  read:  "Which  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  best  expresses  your  view  concern¬ 
ing  the  civil  rights  needs  of  the  Asian 
Pacific  American  community:  a.  Asian 
Pacific  Americans  are  a  model  group  who 
have  achieved  success  and  do  not  need 
any  special  protections,  b.  Asian  Pacific 
Americans  still  experience  discrimination 
and  are  the  subject  of  unfair  stereotypes, 
c.  Sometimes  an  aberrant  individual  will 
have  a  biased  attitude  or  even  make  a 
racist  comment  to  an  Asian  Pacific 


American,  but  most  people  like  Asian 
Pacific  Americans  and  don't  discriminate 
against  them." 

Of  course,  both  candidates  chose  "b." 

And  then  there  was  question  3:  "Please 
check  any  of  the  following  statements 
with  which  you  AGREE:  a.  I  will  oppose 
any  bills  that  declare  English  the  official 
language  of  Massachusetts  and  any 
bills  that  prohibit  government  employees 
from  communicating  with  non-English 


residents  in  their  native  language,  b.  I 
will  support  bills  that  preserve  and 
expand  the  right  of  limited  English 
speakers  to  have  access  to  governmental 
and  government-funded  services,  c.  I  will 
support  the  retention  of  affirmative 
action  programs  that  include  Asian 
Pacific  Americans." 

Here,  both  candidates  checked  all  three, 
even  though  statement  "a"  was  double 
edged. 

But  as  the  test  progressed,  questions 
became  more  controversial,  and  tougher 


for  the  candidates.  One  question  asked  if 
them  if  they  would  support  "racial  prefer¬ 
ence-based  governmental  assistance  pro¬ 
grams"  or  these  programs  "should  be 
based  strictly  on  need."  Both  candidates 
said  they  would  support  "racial-prefer¬ 
ence-based  governmental  assistance  pro¬ 
grams."  Another  question  asked  if  the  can¬ 
didates  "would  support  the  appropriation 
of  state  funds  for  Asian  and  Pacific 
American  business  development,  includ¬ 


ing  ensuring  that  micro-loans  are  available 
to  Asian  Pacific  American  entrepreneurs." 
Both  checked  yes. 

Many  of  the  questions  asked  about  the 
candidates  support  for  funding  English  as 
a  Second  Language  programs  and  racial 
profiling. 

One  question  asked  for  the  candidates' 
thoughts  on  development  issues  in 
Chinatown:  "a.  I  really  don't  know  any¬ 
thing  about  Boston's  Chinatown  except 
that  it's  a  good  place  to  eat.  b.  Boston's 
Chinatown  is  a  unique  and  important 


community  in  this  state,  and  the  state 
should  make  efforts  to  preserve  its  work¬ 
ing  class,  ethnic  composition,  c. 
Development  in  Boston's  Chinatown  is  a 
local  issue  for  the  City  of  Boston  in  which 
the  state  should  not  interfere,  (or)  d.  I 
would  support  a  ban  (including  one 
enacted  by  the  state  legislature)  on  any 
development  in  Chinatown  that  does  not 
conform  with  the  Chinatown  Master 
Plan." 

Stein  checked  "d"  and  O'Brien,  "b." 

Another  question  that  tested  the  "test" 
takers  was  the  following:  "Which  one  of 
the  following  statements  most  closely 
expresses  your  opinion  of  voter  eligibili¬ 
ty?  a.  US  citizenship  should  be  a  prereq¬ 
uisite  for  voting  in  all  public  elections,  b. 
Voting  rights  out  to  be  extended  to  per¬ 
manent  legal  residents  for  local  elections, 
c.  The  only  eligibility  criteria  for  voting 
in  local  elections  should  be  age  and  proof 
of  residency." 

O'Brien  chose  a.  and  Stein,  c. 

The  "test"  also  asked  about  the  candi¬ 
dates  support  for  the  controversial 
Question  2,  the  English  immersion  versus 
transitional  bilingual  education  question. 

Both  candidates  said  that  they  did  not 
agree  with  the  English  immersion  initia¬ 
tive. 

The  agenda  also  used  the  report  card's 
release  to  reject  the  English  Immersion  ini¬ 
tiative  on  question  2  of  the  ballot,  saying 
that  "The  Asian  Pacific  American  Agenda 
Coalition  opposes  Question  2,  the  ballot 
initiative  to  severely  restrict  bilingual  edu- 
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CANDIDATE 

SCORE  ON  APAAC 
SURVEY 

Shannon  O’  Brien  (D) 

71% 

Mitt  Romney  (R) 

Declined  to  respond 

See  below 

Jill  Stein  (Green) 

92% 
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Community  Development  Corporation, 
and  a  piece  of  Chinatown  was  lost. 

In  a  few  years  that  almost  forgotten 
piece  of  land  will  open  up  when  the  Big  Dig 
is  done.  The  land's  name  -  though  mostly 
only  to  those  with  the  land  maps  and  hard 
hats  -  is  Parcel  24.  The  parcel  is  a  narrow 
acre  and  a  half  that  parallels  Hudson  Street, 
from  Kneeland  to  Tai  Tung  Street.  It  is  one 
of  the  many  parcels  that  will  become  either 
grown  over  with  grass  and  greens  or  devel¬ 
oped  in  the  Chinatown,  Downtown  and 
North  End  areas  of  the  city,  once  the  yellow 
bulldozers  and  construction  workers  have 
finished  their  jobs. 

Why  did  Chinatown  have  to  give  up  the 
land  along  Hudson  Street?  Here's  the  short 
answer:  In  the  1940s,  the  state's  Department 
of  Public  Works  decided  that  the  best  way 
to  prevent  Boston  from  being  overrun  with 
traffic  would  be  to  construct  an  elevated 
highway  cutting  through  downtown 
Boston.  The  result  was  a  stress-inducing 
eyesore  that  in  the  end  left  many  neighbor¬ 
hoods  unhappy:  About  20,000  residents  in 
areas  along  the  path  of  the  highway  -  peo¬ 
ple  living  in  the  North  End,  Financial 
District,  Waterfront,  and  Chinatown  -  lost 
their  homes  to  construction,  and  about 
1,000  structures  were  demolished,  accord¬ 
ing  the  Big  Dig's  Website.  This  brings  us 
back  to  Parcel  24. 

Right  now  the  future  of  the  parcel  is 
being  decided.  According  to  the  city's  plans 
for  the  new  parcels  that  will  open  up  when 
that  Central  Artery  is  razed,  only  a  handful 
of  parcels  south  of  Kneeland  Street  are  slat¬ 
ed  for  developments  -  24,  25,  26a  and  27a. 
The  rest  will  be  parks,  including  23b,  which 
is  slated  to  go  to  Chinatown  and  the  Leather 
District. 

The  state  is  pushing  for  a  proposed 
Greenway  Trust  Bill  (House  Bill  5242, 
which  was  filed  last  year)  as  the  legislation 
dictating  what  will  happen  to  the  parcels. 
As  drafted  in  the  bill,  all  the  parcels  - 
including  24  -  will  be  controlled,  developed 
and  financed  by  a  seven-member  trust, 
known  as  the  Massachusetts  Millennium 
Greenway  Trust.  Parcel  24  and  the  other 
land  are  now  owned  by  the  Massachusetts 
Transportation  Authority.  Under  the  bill, 
the  mayor,  with  the  advice  of  the  governor, 
would  appoint  the  trust's  chair,  and  the 
governor  would  appoint  five  members,  and 
the  "business  community"  would  appoint 
one  member. 

Many  in  the  community  think  that 
Parcel  24  should  be  separated  from  the 
trust.  On  Oct.  10,  a  neighborhood  resident 
and  a  Chinatown  group  told  the 
Transportation  Committee,  which  is  co¬ 
chaired  by  Senator  Robert  Havern  (D- 
Arlington)  and  Rep.  Joseph  Sullivan  (D- 
Braintree),  that  they  don't  want  Parcel  24  to 
end  up  in  the  trust's  hands.  They  want 
Chinatown  to  have  a  say  in  what  happens 
to  the  lot  -  not  a  group  of  outsiders  who 


might  not  have  what's  best  for  the  neigh¬ 
borhood  in  mind. 

In  the  eyes  of  many  Chinatown  leaders, 
the  neighborhood  deserves  to  have  this 
land,  since,  they  claim,  it  was  essentially 
amputated  from  Chinatown  50  years  ago. 

"We've  been  suffering  from  having  no 
power  and  no  say  for  so  long  and  I  look  at 
this  as  our  chance,"  said  Serene  Wong,  the 
Chinatown  Resident's  Association's  orga¬ 
nizer.  The  CRA  has  more  than  300  members 
who  are  all  residents,  according  to  Wong. 

But  whatever  happens  with  the  acre  and 
a  half  in  question  will  no  doubt  take  some 
political  pushing  and  tough  bargaining:  the 
state  government  and  city  government  both 
have  stakes  in  all  the  parcels.  Another 
obstacle  for  Chinatown  is  that  the  Leather 
District  will  also  likely  want  a  say  in  the 
parcel. 

And  then  there's  unifying  Chinatown  to 
have  one  voice  on  what  it  wants  to  do  with 
the  parcel,  which  will  take  some  effort  as 
well. 

"The  important  thing  for  us  is  to  show 
that  there  is  a  consensus  in  Chinatown," 
said  Sam  Yoon,  the  senior  real  estate  project 
manager  at  the  Asian  Community 
Development  Corporation.  He  said  that  if 
the  community  approaches  the  lawmakers 
without  a  unified  voice  then  "the  politicians 
won't  want  to  touch  it"  because  it  would  be 
too  politically  hot. 

So  far,  there  seems  to  be  a  consensus 
emerging  that  Chinatown  groups  do  at  least 
agree  that  the  community  should  make 
most  of  the  decisions  as  to  what  goes  on 
Parcel  24. 

"No  one  can  say  no  to  an  effort  to  win 
back  the  land  that  was  once  part  of 
Chinatown,"  said  Douglas  Ling,  the  execu¬ 
tive  director  of  ACDC. 

Kye  Leung  of  the  Chinese  Progressive 
Association  agrees.  "I  believe  that  the  resi¬ 
dents  should  have  something  to  say  about 
Parcel  24,  and  it  shouldn't  all  be  decided  by 
an  outside  group,"  he  said. 

So  does  the  Chinatown  Neighborhood 
Council's  co-moderator  Bill  Moy:  "Basically 
Chinatown  groups  should  push  for  control 
(of  the  parcel)." 


Hudson  Street  now  and  Hudson  Street  in 
1941/ACDC 


But  Havern  and  Sullivan  suggested  at 
the  Oct.  10  meeting  that  Chinatown  has 
frustrated  its  own  efforts  by  not  pushing  for 
what  it  wants  on  the  land  earlier.  Some  peo¬ 
ple  working  behind  the  scenes,  however, 
think  now  is  the  only  realistic  time  for 
Chinatown  to  start  working  out  a  plan  for 
Parcel  24. 

As  for  just  how  Chinatown  would  get  con¬ 
trol  of  —  or  at  least  be  the  big  decision  maker 
for  —  the  parcel  is  still  up  in  the  air.  One 
idea  that  has  been  circulating  is  to  get  lan¬ 
guage  in  Bill  5242  outlining  Chinatown's 
relationship  to  Parcel  24  and  separating  the 
parcel  from  the  rest  of  the  parcels.  The 
deadline  for  that  would  be  Dec.  4. 

Another  way,  which  is  just  beginning,  is 
to  have  a  Chinatown  Central  Artery 
Advisory  Committee.  The  committee  will 
work  with  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority,  state  law  makers,  and  the 
Massachusetts  Turnpike  Authority,  to  cre¬ 
ate  guidelines  for  the  parcel.  Richard 
Garver,  the  BRA's  Deputy  Director  for 
Transportation  Planning,  said  that  this 
advisory  committee,  which  will  also  repre¬ 
sent  the  neighborhood  in  designing  the  new 
park  at  Beach  Street  (Parcel  23b),  will  begin 
operating  this  December  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Stephanie  Fan.  The  committee's 
meetings  will  be  open  to  all,  and  will 
involve  Chinatown  leaders,  residents  and 
businesses. 

This  committee  will  also  work  with  the 
umbrella  advisory  committee  for  all  the 
Central  Artery  development  parcels  from 


Causeway  Street  to  Chinatown,  known  as 
the  Mayor's  Central  Artery  Completion 
Task  Force.  Fan  is  also  the  Task  Force's  rep¬ 
resentative  from  Chinatown. 

"We  want  to  make  sure  that  the  commu¬ 
nity  has  a  voice  in  this.  I'm  not  sure  how  it 
would  work  out,  but  I  would  like 
Chinatown  to  have  the  first  right  of  refusal," 
said  Fan,  who  also  is  part  of  the  Chinese 
Historical  Society  of  New  England. 

So  far,  many  people  have  vague  ideas  of 
what  they  want  on  the  land. 

Wong  said  she  would  like  to  see  mixed 
income  housing  on  the  site,  specifically,  a 
building  that's  30%  subsidized,  30%  afford¬ 
able  and  40%  market  rate. 

Others  hint  that  the  site  would  be  a  good 
place  to  house  a  Chinatown  branch  library. 

And  some  suggest  that  some  sort  of 
trade  off  might  be  better  for  Chinatown, 
since  the  land  on  the  parcel  slopes  and  will 
be  next  to  a  noisy  road.  Housing  might  be 
better  somewhere  else,  they  say. 

Ling  and  Yoon  said  that  a  good  starting 
point  for  deciding  what  happens  on  the  par¬ 
cel  would  be  the  Chinatown  Master  Plan. 

Though  Moy,  who  is  also  the  Big  Dig's 
Chinatown  liaison,  agrees  that  the 
Chinatown  Master  Plan  is  a  good  starting 
point  for  the  parcel,  he  is  cautious  about  try¬ 
ing  to  decide  what  is  best  for  the  site:  "To 
push  for  community  housing  is  really  pre¬ 
mature,"  he  said. 

"The  priority,"  said  Fan,  "is  that  we  don't 
want  it  to  be  sold  off  to  a  private  developer" 
who  won't  worry  about  Chinatown. 


from  someone 
who'll  make  you 
feel  at  home. 

No  one  knows  this  area  better  than  the  people  at 

Brookline  Savings 
Bank.  And  )  one 
can  help  you  get  the 
right  mortgage  or 
refinance  with  less 
hassle  than  our 
mortgage  specialists. 

We'll  work  with 
you  from  start  to 
finish  -  so  you'll 
feel  at  home  every  step  of  the  way. 

Call  now  for  an  appointment  or  more  information. 
Or  go  online:  www.brooklinesavings.com 

BROKLINE  SAVINGS  BANK 


Left  to  right:  Ullysis  Aleman  61 7-730-3576;  Tom  McBreen 
617-730-3521:  Tony  Ross  617-278-6429. 


brooklinesavings.com  Member  FDIC  t=r  Equal  Housing  Lender 


Sampan 

200  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  Mass.  02116 
(617)  426-9492;  Fax:  (617)  482-2316 


English  Editor:  Adam  Smith 
Chinese  Editor:  Anita  Chang 
Marketing  Manager:  Jada  Wang 
Wonderful  Volunteer:  Anita  Yip 
Design  &  Layout:  Adam  Smith  /  Anita  Chang 
Typesetting/English  Ads:  Georgianna  Tam 
Printer:  Graphic  Developments,  Inc. 


Sampan  is  New  England's  only  bilingual  English-Chinese  newspaper  and  is  published  on  the  first  and  third 

Fridays  of  the  month.  It  is  nonprofit  and  nonpartisan.  Founded  in  1972,  it  is  published  by  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  and  is  the  oldest  newspaper  of  its  kind  in  the  U.S.  Sampan  is  distributed  free  in  Chinatown 
and  the  Greater  Boston  area,  as  well  as  to  subscribers  in  20  states.  All  donations  to  the  publication  are  tax- 
deductible.  — — - 

Submissions:  Articles,  letters  to  the  editor,  calendar  events  and  others  should  be  mailed  to  Editor,  Sampan,  200 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116  or  faxed  to  (617)  482-2316. 

Subscriptions:  $30/year  (3rd  class  mail);  $60/year  (1st  class  mail).  Direct  requests  to  Jada  Wang,  x206. 
Advertising:  $10  per  column  inch;  $160  per  quarter  page;  $290  per  half  page.  Surcharges  apply  for  translation 
and/or  typesetting.  Discounts  are  available  for  long-term  advertisers. 


Park  Maintenance  Craftsman 

2  yrs  exp.  in  maintenenace  and  care  of  recreation  areas, 
athletic  fields,  open  spaces,  parks,  playgrounds  and  some 
supervisory  experience.  Valid  MA  CDL  class  B  License 
and  ability  to  obtain  an  MA  Hoisting  License  Class  IIB 
w/in  6  months  of  employment.  Salary  $689/wk. 
Interested  applicants  must  complete  a  Civil  Service  Labor 
Service  Application,  available  on-line  at 
www.tovvnofbrooklinemass.com  or  at 
Town  Hall,  3rd  Floor  Human  Resources,  333  Washington 
Street,  Brookline,  MA. 

Labor  Service  applications  by  November  14,  2002  to: 
Town  of  Brookline,  Human  Resources, 

333  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA  02445 
AA/EOE/ADA 


Class  A  CDL  Drivers 


$1000  SIGN-ON  BONUS 
Be  Home  Daily 
No  Touch  Freight 

Cardinal  Logistics,  a  nationwide  provider  of 
Dedicated/Delivery  services,  is  looking  for  Class  A 
CDL  Drivers  in  the  Worcester  area.  Must  be  23  years 
of  age  and  possess  a  clean  driving  record  and  stable 
job  history.  We  offer  outstanding  pay  along  with 
great  benefits,  including  medical,  dental,  vision  and 
prescriptions,  401  (k),  profit  sharing  and  safety  and 
service  bonuses. 


978-368-6901 


CARDINAL 
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DIRECTOR  OF  CORPORATE  COMMUNICATIONS 

The  Massachusetts  Port  Authority  is  currently  hiring  for: 
Director  of  Corporate  Communications.  Purpose:  Develops, 
directs,  coordinates  intemal/extemal  communication  strategy 
for  the  entire  organization.  Directs  implementation  of 
integrated  communications  strategy  including:  public 
outreach,  media  and  govemment/community  relations 
programs,  executive  external  comments  and  correspondence. 

REQUIREMENTS:  Bachelors  required.  Masters  in 
Business  Administration  or  Public  Administration  preferred. 

Minimum  10  years  of  executive  experience  in 
communications,  developing  advertising,  product 
development,  marketing  public  relations  and  media  relations 
strategies/programs.  Both  public  sector  and  private 
industry  experience  preferred.  Expertise  in  development  of 
press  strategies/events;  copywriting:  speeches,  collateral 
materials,  briefings,  public  outreach  plans/policy  positions; 
development  of  advertising/marketing  programs,  strategic 
planning  for  community  relations  projects.  Respond  to  a 
pager  24/7.  Salary  to  S125K 
Please  send  resume  to:  Human  Resources  Department, 

'  Massport  One  Harborside  Drive,  Suite  200S  East  Boston, 
MA  02128 

OR  Fax  to  (617)  568-3940 

OR  Email  to  emplovment@massport.com  (ASCII  text  only) 

AA/EOE 
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Administrative  Assistant 

The  Massachusetts  Immigrant  and  Refugee  Advocacy 
Coalition  (MIRA)  is  looking  for  an  Administrative 
Assistant  who  will  be  responsible  for  administrative 
support,  database  entry,  correspondence,  phones,  and 
mailings.  This  position  requires  an  Associate's  Degree  or 
other  administrative  background,  experience  working  as  an 
administrative  assistant,  computer  experience,  including 
solid  Microsoft  Access  database  skills,  internet  experience 
and  Microsoft  Word,  strong  oral  and  written 
communications  skills,  commitment  to  working  with  a 
multicultural,  immigrant  constituency,  Bilingual,  bicultural 
preferred.  Salary  $23,905-526,3 10.  Please  send  cover  letter 
and  resume  to  Roger  Mohamed  ,  MIRA  Coalition,  105 
Chauncy  Street,  9th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111  or  e-mail 
roger@miracoalition.org. 

The  MIRA  Coalition  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
employer. 


Brookline  Public  Schools 


Full-time  Administrative 
Assistant  for  Administration 
and  Finance 

Major  Duties: 

•  Performs  clerical  work  for  the  Deputy  Superintendent  for  Administration 
and  Finance. 

•  Responsible  for  typing  confidential  Information  concerning  staffing  levels 
and  proposed  salary  changes  during  the  preparation  and  formulation  of 
the  School  District's  budget. 

•  Assists  in  the  preparation  of  cost  analysis  of  proposals  and  counter-pro¬ 
posals  during  negotiation  with  various  School  Department  bargaining 
units. 

•  Trains,  supervises  and  directs  secretarial  staff  of  the  Administration  and 
Finance  department. 

•  Coordinates,  prioritizes  and  arranges  the  schedule  of  the  Deputy 
Superintendent. 

Salary:  $42.000-$47,000 

Interested  candidates  should  send  cover  letter,  resume,  and  3  letters  of 

recommendation  by  November  8.  2002  to:  Mr.  Stephen  J.  Barrasso, 

Acting  Director  of  HR,  333  Washington  St.,  Brookline,  MA  02445: 

Fax:  617-730-2108. 

An  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer 


Wellesley  College 


RESOURCES  -  ANNUAL  GIVING 

•  Sr.  Annual  Giving  Officer 

SPANISH  DEPARTMENT 

•Academic  Administrative 
Assistant 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  indicating  specific  posi¬ 
tion  to:  Human  Resources  Office,  Code  SAM  11/1,  Wellesley  College, 
Wellesley,  MA  02481  or  by  email:  working@wellesley.edu. 

Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  positions  are  filled.  Wellesley 
College  is  an  AA/EEO  employer.  Commuter  Rail  accessible. 


Part-Time  Assistant  Coordinator 
of  Volunteer  Income  Tax  Assistance 
Program  (VITA) 


(February  8,  2003-April  20,  2003) 

VITA  is  a  Service  Learning  internship  where  students,  in  cooperation 
with  the  IRS,  assist  taxpayers  in  filling  out  their  income  tax  returns. 
These  returns  are  prepared  at  no  charge  to  the  taxpayer. 

Responsibilities:  Assist  the  VITA  Coordinator  in  supervising,  scheduling, 
and  guiding  students  who  have  already  studied  federal  income  taxes, 
prepare  income  tax  returns.  Support  the  coordinator  in  dealing  with 
students'  questions  related  to  tax  preparation.  Provide  support  to 
ensure  that  the  necessary  tax  forms,  both  conventional  and  electronic, 
are  filed  in  a  timely  manner. 

Qualifications:  Strong  working  knowledge  of  federal  and 
Massachusetts  income  tax  returns  is  required;  strong  interpersonal  skills 
and  the  ability  to  work  with  a  diverse  college  community  required. 

Salary:  $  1 0.00-$  1  5.00/hr  (Commensurate  with  experience) 

Schedule:  Tuesday-Saturday;  20  hrs/wk  (hours  to  be  determined) 

To  apply  in  confidence,  interested  candidates  should  send  a  resume 
and  cover  letter  to:  Molly  B.  Ambrose,  Director,  Human  Resources 
and  Labor  Relations,  Bunker  Hill  Community  College,  250  New 
Rutherford  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02129-2925  or  visit  our  website  at 
www.bhcc.mass.edu 


iBuNKER  Hill 

Mil  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE 

Learning  Jor  the  Real  World 


Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Women,  people  of  color,  individuals 
with  disabilities  and  others  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 
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OFFICE  CLEANERS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Part  Time/Full  Time 
Day  or  Night 
Flexible  Hours  Poss. 
No  Experience  Nec. 
$12 

Call  617-976-6880 


880  | 
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WELLESLEY  CENTERS  FOR  WOMEN 

Director  of  Pre-Award  Services 

The  Director  of  Pre-Award  services  is  responsible  for  all  pre-award 
activities,  policies  and  services  at  the  Wellesley  Centers  for  Women 
(WCW).  Works  with  WCW  researchers  to  prepare  grant  and  contract 
proposal  submissions.  Works  with  the  WCW  Executive  Director, 
WCW  Deputy  Director,  WCW  Finance  team,  College  Dean,  College 
VP  for  Finance,  College  Controller,  College's  Associate  Controller  for 
Sponsored  Research  on  sponsored  research  issues.  Represents  the 
Centers  at  the  College  level  with  regard  to  sponsored  research  activi¬ 
ties  and  participates  in  developing  college  policies,  training  and 
redesigning  processes.  Writes  contracts  and  sub-contract  agree¬ 
ments.  Supervises  one  employee. 

Requirements:  Undergraduate  degree  in  Women’s  Studies  or  a  social 
science,  MBA  preferred  and  5  years  of  sponsored  research  adminis¬ 
tration  experience.  Knowledge  of  OMB  (Office  of  Management  and 
Budget)  circulars,  A-21.A-1 10,  A-133.  Strong  project  management 
skills.  Excellent  interpersonal  and  organizational  skills.  Strong 
attention  to  detail. 

If  interested,  send  cover  letter  and  resume  indicating  specific  posi¬ 
tion  to:  Human  Resources  Office,  Code  SP  11/1,  Wellesley  College, 
Wellesley,  MA  02481  or  by  email:  working@wellesley.edu. 
Applications  will  be  accepted  until  the  positions  are  filled.  Wellesley 
College  is  an  AA/EEO  employer.  Commuter  Rail  accessible. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

The  templeton  housing  authority  is  seeking 
qualified  applicants  for  the  position  of  executive 
director  beginning  January  1 , 2002.  The  director 
will  be  responsible  for  the  management  of  sixty 
(60)  units  of  state-funded  elderly  and  family 
housing  programs.  Applicant  responsible  for 
overseeing  and  implementing  policies  and 
procedures  under  the  direction  of  the  authority's 
five-member  board  of  commissioners.  Must 
possess  ability  to  work  effectively  with  board, 
staff,  tenants,  resident  organizations,  community 
groups  and  public  officials.  Minimum 
qualifications:  two  (2)  years'  experience  in  a 
housing,  community  development,  public 
administration  or  a  closely  related  field. 
Knowledge  of  the  principles  and  practices  of 
housing  management,  finances  and  maintenance 
systems  in  public  or  private  housing.  Written  and 
verbal  communication  skills  required.  Willingness 
to  work  with  people  of  various  socio-economic 
backgrounds.  Must  be  bondable.  Certification  as 
a  public  housing  manager  from  a  HUD-approved 
organization  desired.  And  may  be  substituted  by 
certification  as  a  property  manager  or  similar 
classification  by  a  nationally  recognized  housing 
or  real  estate  organization,  or  by  certification  as  a 
MPHA  of  a  DHCD-approved  Massachusetts 
public  housing  administrator  certification  program. 
Two-year  full  time  post  secondary  education  in  a 
related  field  may  substitute  for  up  to  one  year  of 
experience.  CORI  (criminal  offender  record 
information)  check  will  be  required.  Applicant 
must  work  a  minimum  of  eighteen  (18)  hours  per 
week.  Salary  range,  as  determined  by  the  MA 
Department  of  Housing  and  Community 
Development  (DHCD),  is  $22,374  to  $23,196; 
Vacation  and  sick  leave  benefits  provided.  Please 
submit  cover  letter  and  resume  by  3:00p.m., 
Wednesday  November  20,  2002,  to  Mrs.  Ann  E. 
Nordfors,  Chair.,  Templeton  Housing  Authority, 
99  Bridge  Street,  Baldwinville,  Massachusetts 
01436.  EOE 
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Equal  Housing 
Lender 


Senior  and  Junior 
Home  Mortgage  Consultant 

Large  mortgage  firm  seeking  Senior  and 
Junior  Home  Mortgage  Consultant.  Must  have 
strong  sales  background;  Bachelor  degree 
preferred;  Fluent  in  English,  Mandarin,  and 
Cantonese.  Experience  in  Home  Mortgage 
consultation.  Junior  position  will  train. 
Potential  for  career  advancement.  Basic  salary 
first  3-6  months;  Excellent  benefits  (including 
health,  dental,  40 IK,  etc.) 

Fax  resume  and  cover  letter  to  Marty  Chan 
617-338-6202.  Equal  Opportunity 
Employment. 


ADVERTISE  IN  SAMPAN 
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LOCAL  NEWS 


Sampan  Nov.  1,  2002  P.  5 


A  AC  A  Teacher  Awarded  As  "Outstanding 
Teacher  of  the  Year"  By  MCAE 


Nobody  would  call  teaching  English  as 
a  Second  Language  as  a  glamorous  job. 

For  one,  the  pay  rarely  equals  the  hours  of 
hard  work.  But  many  in  the  field  would 
likely  say  the  job  is  very  rewarding  -  and 
that's  its  main  attraction.  At  least  that's 
what  Richard  Goldberg,  who  teaches 
English  as  a  Second  Language  and  is  the 
Adult  Basic  Education  program  coordina¬ 
tor  at  the  Asian  American  Civic 
Association,  would  say. 

Goldberg  was  recognized  for  his  years 
of  hard  work  last  week  when  he  was 
awarded  the  title  of  "Outstanding  Teacher 
of  the  Year"  by  the  Massachusetts 


Coalition  for  Adult  Education. 

Starting  his  career  path  in  a  much 
more  envied  direction,  Goldberg  was  once 
a  television  news  producer  at  WLV1  TV 
during  the  1980s.  Just  as  he  was  working 
his  way  up  in  the  ranks  at  the  station  and 
gaining  a  higher  paycheck,  Goldberg  was 
introduced  to  the  world  of  teaching  by  a 
friend  at  Emerson  College. 

"One  of  my  coworkers  who  was  work¬ 
ing  at  Emerson  asked  me  if  I  would  teach 
a  broadcast  journalism  course,  part  time," 
he  said. 

Goldberg  said  he  enjoyed  his  first  stint 
at  teaching,  but  it  wasn't  until  he  taught 
the  same  course  at  Endicott  College  that 
something  started  to  pull  him  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  being  an  E.S.L.  teacher. 

"Endicott  was  my  first  experience 
teaching  international  students  -  E.S.L. 
students,"  he  said.  "I  had  no  idea  how  to 
teach  them.  I  remember  Japanese  students 
would  sit  in  the  back  of  the  class  and  not 
say  anything." 

Instead  of  getting  frustrated  by  the 
experience,  Goldberg  went  straight  for 
more.  He  decided  he  wanted  to  teach 
adult  E.S.L. 

"I  started  talking  to  at  least  100  people 
during  the  years  1989  to  1992  to  get  advice 


about  becoming  an  E.S.L.  teacher,"  he 
said.  "They  were  all  very  encouraging." 

Around  the  same  time  Goldberg  start¬ 
ed  volunteering  as  an  E.S.L.  tutor  for  a 
Chinese  immigrant. 

"The  more  I  did  this,  the  more  I  want¬ 
ed  to  be  in  this  field,"  he  said.  "I  sent  out 
about  20  resumes  and  cover  letters." 

He  then  got  a  call  a  few  months  later 
from  someone  who  wanted  him  to  teach 
adult  education  temporarily  to  laborers  at 
a  construction  site.  So,  he  left  his  televi¬ 
sion  job  and  took  the  opportunity. 

His  next  break  came  a  few  months 
later  when  he  got  a  call  from  the  AACA  to 
teach  a  new  Adult  Basic  Education  course 
that  would  to  fill  the  gap  between  E.S.L. 
classes  and  college  and  job  training  for 
immigrants. 

"I  was  very  impressed  in  the  beginning 
-  most  of  the  students  were  very  hard 
workers.  That  motivated  me  to  work 
harder." 

A  couple  years  after  beginning  his  new 
job  at  the  AACA,  Goldberg  studied  in 
UMass  Boston's  Applied  Linguistics  grad¬ 
uate  program. 

"I  could  try  out  during  the  day  what  I 
learned  in  class  the  night  before,"  he  said. 

Ten  years  later,  Goldberg  said  he  still 


loves  his  new  career  path. 

"I  took  about  a  45%  pay  cut  from 
working  in  television  when  I  started,"  said 
Goldberg.  "But  I  hardly  ever  think  about 
T.V.  This  job  is  so  interesting,  so  stimulat¬ 
ing." 

Goldberg  smiled  during  this  interview 
and  said  that  a  week  before  he  got  the 
award,  he  opened  a  fortune  cookie  that 
said:  "Through  great  effort  and  hard 
work,  a  precious  dream  comes  true." 

His  only  regret:  not  trying  the  lottery 
numbers  on  the  fortune. 

Photos:  Left,  Goldberg  is  teaching  and 
above  he  is  surrounded  by  his  peers  as  he 
holds  his  "Outstanding  Teacher"  award 
plaque. 


U.S.  Financial  Project 
Slightly  Changes  Plans 

By  Adam  Smith 

Raymond  Choi  and  his  development 
team  for  the  U.S.  Financial  Project  again 
presented  their  building  for  proposal  for 
40-44  Harrison  Ave.  in  front  of  the 
Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council  on  Oct. 
21. 

The  team  is  not  proposing  a  new 
building,  just  a  two  story  addition  to  an 
existing  8-story  building  that  Choi  owns. 
Choi  wants  a  light-weight  addition  to  be 
erected  on  top  of  the  existing  building, 
which  is  know  for  its  food  court  of  Asian 
fast  food  restaurants  and  for  an  infamous 
night  club  that  was  recently  forced  to  shut 
down. 


The  project  was  deferred  twice  by  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeal  and  the  develop¬ 
ment  team  was  trying  to  win  support 
from  the  council  before  going  back  to  the 
Zoning  Board  of  Appeal. 

The  project  presented  at  the  council 
meeting  was  slightly  modified  from  its 
original  proposal.  The  last  time  Choi  went 
before  the  council,  he  was  asked  that  U.S. 
Financial  include  larger  apartment  units. 

Instead  of  35  residential  units,  the  pro¬ 
ject  will  now  include  32;  the  three  smallest 
units  are  now  larger.  All  units  will  be  one 
bedroom  units. 

Once  finished,  the  building  will  house 
the  rental  and  condo  housing  units,  fast 
food  and  other  restaurants,  offices  and 
retail.  The  additional  two  floors  on  the  top 
of  the  building  will  be  made  of  mostly 
metals  and  will  be  set  back  from  the 
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building's  existing  facade.  As  for  parking, 
Choi  hopes  to  workout  a  parking  deal 
with  the  Beach  Street  Garage.  Choi  is 
choosing  to  name  U.S.  Financial  because 
he  owns  a  mortgage  company  at  the  site 
called  U.S.  Financial. 

At  the  Oct.  21  meeting,  concerned  coun¬ 
cil  members  again  grilled  Choi  on  whether 
will  attempt  to  open  a  night  club.  He  said 
no. 

"We  want  some  kind  of  a  commitment 
that  there  will  not  be  a  nightclub,"  said 
council  member  Kai  Lau. 

Bill  Moy,  the  council's  co-moderator 
said  that  the  council  was  being  premature 
in  asking  Choi  to  guarantee  that  there 
would  be  no  night  club. 

"I  hope  that  these  will  comments  will 
be  seen  as  constructive,  rather  than 
destructive,"  Moy  said. 

CPA  CELEBRATION 
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possible. 

Not  all  the  activities  of  the  night  were 
of  a  serious  nature.  The  banquet  com¬ 
menced  with  a  traditional  dragon  dance. 
Later  on  in  the  evening  the  audience 
enjoyed  authentic  Chinese  cuisine  while 
watching  a  performance  of  Chinese  folk 
dance  by  the  Cambridge  Center  for 
Chinese  Culture.  The  evening  ended  with 
a  serenade  by  Henry  Chiu  and  Ming 
Qiang  Zhang. 

Some  of  the  CPA's  accomplishments 
over  the  past  25  years  include  organizing 
tenants  of  Warrenton  Street  to  win  com¬ 
pensation  and  replacement  housing  after  a 
five  year  anti-eviction  campaign  in  the 
1980s;  helping  laid  off  workers  from 
Andy's  Sportswear  fight  for  English  as  a 
Second  Language  and  job  training  pro¬ 
grams;  publishing  the  first  Chinese  and 
English  booklets  on  workers'  rights  in 
New  England;  working  with  former  wait¬ 
ers  of  Dynasty  Restaurant  to  organize  the 
first  labor  picket  in  Boston's  Chinatown 
and  win  $14,000  in  unpaid  back  wages; 
organizing  Lei  Jing  construction  workers 
to  get  $30,000  in  unpaid  back  wages;  con¬ 
ducting  a  voter  registration  and  education 
drive  that  help  register  409  voters,  and 
working  with  200  Power-One  electronics 
workers  to  organize  for  improved  sever¬ 
ance  packages  and  access  to  job  training. 

For  more  about  the  CPA,  got  www.cpa- 
boston.org. 
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lichard  Soo  Hoo  To 
Get  ABCD  Award 

Tonight,  Action  for  Boston 
Community  Development,  Inc.  will  honor 
Richard  Soo  Hoo  for  his  volunteer  work  at 
the  Asian  American  Civic  Association. 

Soo  Hoo  is  one  of 
22  other  dedicated 
volunteers  in  Boston 
who  will  be  awarded 
at  the  ABCD  40th 
Anniversary  Annual 
Community  Awards 
Dinner  this  evening. 

Soo  Hoo  (pic¬ 
tured)  is  beingrecog- 
mzed  for  his  work 
member  of  the  A  A 

jEars JL  JL  _ 

Soo  Hoo  said  he 
organization  for  years. 

"  When  J;syas  a  JAttle  toy,  j^was sailed 
the  Chinese  American  Civic  Association. 
At  that  time ja  lot  of  it's  members  were 
first  generation  Chinese. 

"I  didn't  get  really  involved  until  I  was 
asked  to  be  a  board  member.  What 
attracts  me  to  the  AACA  is  that  it  is  non¬ 
political  and  its  goals  are  attainable.  It 
gives  immigrants  the  opportunity  to 
assimilate  into  American  life.  It  gives 
them  opportunities,"  said  Soo  Hoo. 

Of  course,  he  does  have  a  life  outside 
his  volunteer  work.  Soo  Hoo  is  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Richard  Soo  Hoo  Insurance 
Agency  in  the  South  End.  He  grew  up  in 
Chinatown  and  is  the  child  of  Hong  Kong 
immigrants. 

Soo  Hoo  is  also  a  Vietnam  Veteran 
and  was  a  past  Commander  of  the 
Chinatown  American  Legion,  Post  328. 

Showing  his  humbleness,  Soo  Hoo 
said  that  he  knows  that  many  people  in 
Chinatown  volunteer  their  time  and 
effort,  yet  they  go  unnoticed.  He  even  said 
that  he  doesn't  deserve  the  award  because 
there  are  others  who  work  harder  than  he. 
But,  he  said,  "I  am  very  prpud  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  AACA"  by  accepting  the  ABCD 
award. 

The  AACA,  which  owns  the  Sampan,  is 
a  nonprofit  educational  and  social  service 
agency  in  Boston's  Chinatown,  offering 
services  to  new  immigrants.  For  more 
information  go  to  www.aaca-boston.org 
or  call  (617)  426-9492,  Ext.  207. 
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cation  in  Massachusetts.  The  coalition  also 
accused  Question  2  of  being  "anti-immigrant 
and  hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  Asian  Pacific 
American  community." 

Romney,  however,  in  his  written  response 
to  the  coalition's  report  card  said  he  thought 
English  immersion  would  be  a  more  effective 
way  to  teach  immigrant  kids  English. 

"I  support  English  Immersion  for  children 
who  do  not  speak  English  and  believe  it  is  by 
learning  to  speak  English  that  children  are  able 
to  participate  in  the  opportunities  of  our  eco¬ 
nomic  system,"  he  wrote. 

The  state's  31-year-old  bilingual  program 
starts  out  teaching  kids  mostly  in  their  native 
language  and  then  over  the  course  of  three  or 
so  years  moves  them  into  mostly  English  class¬ 
es;  the  English  immersion  initiative  would 
teach  kids  in  a  "sheltered"  English  immersion 
class  for  a  year  or  two,  and  would  be  designed 
for  non-native  English  speakers.  Neither  would 
affect  proficient  English  speaking  students' 
opportunity  to  learn  another  language. 

Here  is  the  rest  of  Romney's  response,  with 
his  Question  2  statement  omitted: 

"Thank  you  for  sending  the  Asian  Pacific 
American  Agenda  Coalition  questionnaire.  On 
October  2,  Kerry  Healey  and  I  hosted  an  Asian 
American  rally  in  Chinatown  where  we  met 
with  over  two  hundred  Asian  Americans.  It 
was  a  powerful  event  recognizing  that  Asian 
Americans  are  a  vital  part  of  our  Massachusetts 
community  who  should  be  recognized  for  their 
contribution  to  our  economy,  schools,  and 
neighborhoods.  We  must  continue  to  support 
economic  development  programs  for  all  in  our 
commonwealth  so  that  we  can  encourage  the 
growth  of  small  and  medium  size  businesses 
and  encourage  our  large  corporations  to  stay 
and  grow.  As  Governor,  I  will  fight  to  ensure 
that  all  Massachusetts  citizens  have  access  to 
good  jobs,  affordable  housing,  good  education 
for  children,  and  safe  streets. 

No  individual  should  be  subject  to  discrim¬ 
ination  because  of  their  on  ethnic  background. 
We  must  strive  to  make  our  workforce  and  our 
government  reflect  the  rich  diversity  of  our 
society.  At  the  Olympics,  we  had  a  strong 
record  of  hiring  and  retaining  minorities  and  I 
will  do  the  same  as  Governor.  My  administra¬ 
tion  will  also  work  to  ensure  the  future  of  our 
children  when  they  seek  jobs.  . . .Additionally, 

I  will  work  to  fund  English  as  a  Second 
Language  programs  for  adults.  The  Asian 
American  community  is  a  cornerstone  of  the 
Massachusetts  society.  We  must  do  all  that  we 
can  to  provide  opportunity  for  those  who  seek 
it.  I  look  forward  to  working  with  the  Asian 
Pacific  American  Coalition  throughout  my 
time  as  Governor." 

Sampan  does  not  endorse  any  candidate 


Checking  Up  on  Y.E.S. 

By  Adam  Smith 

In  the  mid-1970s  Jane  Leung  and  Janel  Wong  noticed  that  there  wasn't  any 
Chinatown  group  that  focused  solely  on  teens.  So,  the  two  social  workers  started  one. 

"We  wanted  to  start  an  organization  that  would  make  teens  a  priority  -  we  think 
that  adolescence  is  such  an  important  age.  Other  organizations  were  not  focused  on 
teens.  We  wanted  to  start  an  organization  in  which  teens  were  (seen  as)  the  most 
important  people  on  Earth,"  said  Leung,  the  executive  director  of  the  Boston  Asian 
Youth  Essential  Service,  or  Y.E.S. 

Why? 

"Because,  kids  need  opportunities,"  said  Leung. 

"Teens  have  to  deal  with  so  many  things:  tobacco,  clothing,  the  MCAS 
tests... many  of  them  can't  drive  yet... they  have  a  lot  of  ideas  but  not  a  lot  of 
money..." 

Leung  said  the  goal  of  Y.E.S.  is  to  provide  resources  and  opportunities  for  the 
teens  who  walk  into  Y.E.S.  —  to  "expose  them  to  new  things." 

"Teens  -  like  all  people  -  need  to  learn  in  different  ways." 

Y.E.S.  provides  resume  help,  career  information  talks,  social  activities,  a  bilingual 
staff  that  can  communicate  with  the  teens'  parents,  G.E.D.  programs  and  other  social 
and  educational  services  to  about  700  teens  a  year. 

Leung  said  that  the  group  strives  to  be  "a  safe  and  nurturing  place"  for  teens, 


United  Way  Volunteers  helping  out  Y.E.S.  on  Sept.  12.  Jane  Leung  is  at  the  far  left. 


especially  those  who  are  at  a  vulnerable  point  in  their  life. 

Y.E.S.  helps  area  youths  to  get  involved  in  volunteering  for  their  community,  too. 

And  Leung  sees  that  as  an  effective  way  for  the  teens  to  learn. 

"Lecturing  is  the  worst  way  to  do  it.  The  best  way  is  by  action  —  by  showing." 

When  asked  how  the  kids  who  come  to  Y.E.S.  have  changed  over  the  years,  Leung 
replied:  "They're  the  same."  They  may  look  different,  she  said,  because  the  styles 
change  and  they  may  speak  a  different  slang,  but  their  challenges  are  the  same. 

She  does  note  that  the  City  has  made  more  resources  available  to  teens,  saying 
that  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  the  developers  of  the  Metropolitan 
apartment  complex  helped  the  group  relocate  when  their  old  building  on  Harrison 
Avenue  at  Parcel  C  was  knocked  down.  The  building  had  to  make  way  for  the  new 
partially  affordable,  mixed  income  apartment  complex,  and  the  BRA  and  the  devel¬ 
oper  Ed  Fish  provided  temporary  housing  on  Tyler  Street  for  the  group.  In  their  spa¬ 
cious,  window-filled  trailer  officer,  "Y.E.S.  kids"  work  with  new  Mac  computers  for  a 
video  project,  hang  out  in  the  recreation  room,  hear  talks  by  community  members, 
socialize  and  get  training  to  earn  their  G.E.D. 

A  reporter  asked  one  teen  standing  outside  the  temporary  building  what  he  thinks 
about  Y.E.S. 

"It's  cool  to  have  a  place  to  hang  out.  It's  like  a  big  family,"  William  Li,  18,  said. 
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Attorney  General  would  not  confirm  this. 

Heng  is  suggesting  the  CCBA  have  a 
third  party  organize  its  elections  to  ensure 
fairness. 

Part  of  why  the  responsibility  of  the 
election  has  fallen  in  the  lap  of  the 


Attorney  General  is  because  the  nonprofit 
has  been  headed  by  an  interim  CEO,  who 
was  appointed  by  the  Attorney  General 
last  year.  In  1999  the  Attorney  General's 
office  took  the  CCBA  to  Suffolk  Superior 
court,  accusing  the  non-profit  of  misusing 
and  mismanaging  funds  and  filing  finan¬ 
cial  forms  late.  The  Attorney  General 


wanted  the  court  to  rule  that  a  receiver  be 
appointed  to  manage  the  CCBA.  Instead 
all  parties  agreed  that  an  Attorney 
General-approved  Chief  Executive 
Officer,  Joe  Simmons,  be  placed  at  the 
organization  to  help  straighten  out  its 
finances  and  other  problems. 

—Adam  Smith 
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Free  Chinese  Tax 
Workshop  Nov.  7 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  and 
FleetBoston  Financial  will  offer  a  free 
tax  workshop  for  English  and  Chinese 
business  Owners.  Learn  about  business 
taxes,  record-keeping,  and  deductions 
in  English  and  Mandarin-Chinese,  Nov 
7, 5:30  -  7:30  p.m.,  at  Fleet  Bank,  710 
Washington  Street,  Chinatown  office, 
Boston.  To  pre-register,  e-mail  the  par¬ 
ticipant'  s  name,  address,  and  phone 
number  to  Ms.  Rose  Lee  of  FleetBoston 
Financial  at  rose_.Iee@fleet.com  or  fax  to 
(781)  397-4027.  For  more  information, 
call  Lee  at  (781)  397-4025.  All  registra¬ 
tion  information  will  be  kept  confiden¬ 
tial  by  FleetBoston  Financial. 
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Book  Review 

Balzac  and  the 
Little  Chinese 
Seamstress 
Brings  History 
To  Life 

By  Xiao  Chen 

Many  would  agree  that  the  Cultural 
Revolution  was  anything  but  pleasant, 
as  Mao  Tse-Dong's  strict  rule  swept 
through  the  whole  of  China.  Yet, 
among  harsh  realities,  Dai  Sijie's  Balzac 
and  the  Little  Chinese  Seamstress 
explores  a  delightful  tale  of  romance, 
and  enchants  us  all  with  the  power  of 
storytelling. 

The  Cultural  Revolution  of  the 
1960s  and  1970s  saw  intellectuals  from 
the  cities  being  sent  to  the  country 
sides  in  order  to  be  "re-educated."  Like 
many  at  the  time,  the  narrator  was  con¬ 
fused  as  to  why  this  action  was  taken. 
"Was  it  a  ploy  to  get  rid  of  the  Red 
Guards.. -Or  was  it  the  fantasy  of  a 


great  revolutionary  dreamer,  wishing 
to  create  a  new  generation?" 


The  spirit  of  the  book  comes  from 
the  meaning  of  're-education.'  With 
strict  censorship  in  place  and  severe 
punishment  for  infringing  it,  Mao's 
view  of  the  're-education'  was  certainly 
not  for  young  intellectuals  to  indulge 
themselves  in  foreign  material.  Yet  two 
boys,  Luo  and  "the  little  Fiddler"  do 
just  that,  smuggling  the  likes  of  Jean- 
Christophe  and  Balzac  to  grasp  a  taste 
of  freedom.  These  would-be  reactionar¬ 
ies  defy  status  quo  and  gained  a  piece 
of  heaven  others  would  not  dare  imag¬ 
ine. 

In  time,  the  two  boys'  confidence 
grows  and  they  are  able  to  tell  Balzac's, 
and  even  their  own,  stories  to  the  vil¬ 
lage.  Through  their  mischievous 
endeavors,  readers  are  led  to  the  Little 
Chinese  Seamstress,  the  envy  of  both 
boys.  She,  too,  develops  storytelling 
ability.  Ultimately,  it  is  each  character's 
inner  creativity  that  transcends  the 
plot. 

Complete  with  charming  characters, 
witty  script,  and  an  enduring  narrative, 
Balzac  and  the  Little  Chinese 
Seamstress  will  enlighten  any  reader. 
Perhaps  it  is  true  that  stories  are  not 
just  a  nostalgic  dream,  but  for  the 
youth  in  all  of  us. 

Book  by  Sijie  Dai,  Ina  Rilke  and  trans¬ 
lated  by  Dai  Sijie,  $18,  Knopf,  2001 
(ISBN  037541 309X) 
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the  opportunity  to  master  a  second  language  easily  has  all  but  vanished.  Proponents  of 
bilingual  education  programs  ignore  the  fact  that  children  and  young  teenagers  are  in  the 
best  position  to  master  a  second  language  within  the  first  six  to  twelve  months  of  being 
exposed  to  it.  These  kids  are  at  the  advantage  to  gaining  fluency  when  they  are  entering 
high  school,  as  opposed  to  when  they  are  finishing  high  school. 

Any  immigrant  adult  who  has  tried  to  learn  English  can  attest  that  children  learn  the 
language  much  faster,  particularly  if  they  are  in  an  environment  where  everyone  speaks 
English.  And  any  foreign  language  teacher  can  confirm  that  one  hour  a  day  in  a  classroom 
is  a  poor  substitute  for  the  real  thing  —  in  other  words,  an  English-only  environment.  The 
way  system  works  now  is  that  in  the  first  years  of  the  bilingual  program,  much  of  immi¬ 
grant  students'  classes  are  in  their  native  language.  Most  likely  these  kids  go  home  to  par¬ 
ents  that  communicate  in  their  native  tongue,  too.  When  is  their  opportunity  to  gain  flu¬ 
ency  in  the  language  that  will  get  them  the  better  job  when  they  graduate,  help  them  pass 
the  MCAS,  and  help  them  speak  English  with  confidence? 

Although  native  Spanish  speakers,  because  of  their  large  presence,  suffer  most  under 
bilingual  education,  other  ethnic  groups  also  fall  victim.  Asian  newcomers  to  the  Boston 
area,  for  example,  too  often  end  up  in  bilingual  programs.  Charlestown  High  School  has 
for  many  years  offered  classes  for  Chinese  students.  The  kids  in  these  programs  often 
receive  only  one  class  daily  of  English  as  a  Second  Language  instruction.  This  is  too  little. 

For  many  years  dozens  of  graduates  of  Boston's  Bilingual  Education  Program  for 
Asian  students  have  been  entering  our  adult  skills  training  program,  which  is  for  non¬ 
native  speakers.  Most  of  these  students  entered  Charlestown  High  School  at  13  or  14  years 
old  -  still  within  the  window  of  being  able  to  learn  to  speak  a  foreign  language  fluently  - 

For  many  years  dozens  of  graduates  of  Boston's  Bilingual 
Education  Program  for  Asian  students  have  been  entering  our 
adult  skills  training  program,  which  is  for  non-native  speakers. 

and  most  have  spent  from  three  to  four  years  in  the  bilingual  program.  Their  achievement 
on  graduation:  Virtually  all  are  unable  to  cope  with  English  in  a  competent  manner. 

We  can't  keep  up  this  disservice  any  longer. 

Four  years  ago,  upset  with  schools  that  prevented  their  children  from  entering  the 
main  stream  American  society  on  an  equal  basis,  Californians  voted  61%  to  39%  to  end 
bilingual  education.  The  percentage  of  Hispanic  students  scoring  above  the  median  in 
math  tests  rose  from  27%  to  46%;  reading  from  21%  to  35%. 

Such  improvements,  however  encouraging,  seem  to  have  had  no  impact  on  support¬ 
ers  of  bilingual  education.  The  education  lobby,  desperately  trying  to  avoid  a  collapse  of 
their  empire,  resort  to  tactics  such  as  bumper  stickers  which  read  "Don't  Sue  Teachers," 
trying  to  take  advantage  of  a  provision  in  the  initiative  which  would  understandably  pre¬ 
vent  opponents  of  Immersion  English  from  creating  roadblocks  to  its  implementation. 
Not  one  such  suit  has  been  filed  in  California  since  the  law  was  passed  in  1998,  although 
thousands  of  waivers  have  been  granted  by  teachers  and  administrators,  often  trying  to 
circumvent  the  law. 

A  fair  solution  has  been  proposed  by  Jonathan  Zimmerman,  writing  in  the  Christian 
Science  Monitor,  October  17,  2002.  His  suggestion  is  to  offer  parents  a  real  choice  by 
allowing  them  to  choose  which  program  their  child  should  be  assigned  to.  This  solution 
might  be  effective,  as  long  as  parents  grasp  the  lay  of  the  land:  the  younger  a  child  is,  and 
the  sooner  he/ she  begins  English  Immersion~to  function  in  an  English-only  errviron- 
ment—the  better  the  chances  that  child  has  for  mastering  English.  The  longer  English 
Immersion  is  delayed,  the  longer  the  odds  become.  Age  is  devastating  for  mastery  of  a 
foreign  language:  the  strongest  curriculum  cannot  compensate  for  lost  time. 

A  total  of  4.6%  of  students  in  Massachusetts  public  schools  speak  English  as  a  second 
language.  While  this  is  not  a  high  percentage,  these  students  represent  an  array  of  foreign 
languages,  most  of  which  require  a  full-fledged  bilingual  program.  Nationwide  there  are 
850,000  E.S.L.  students  in  bilingual  programs,  while  976,000  are  enrolled  in  Immersion 
English  programs.  Another  2,000,000  students  are  in  programs  which  combine  both 
methods.  This  represents  a  huge  outlay  of  funds,  which  are  well-spent  if  they  ensure  a 
well-prepared  graduate,  articulate  in  English  and  ready  to  undertake  higher  education  or 
a  job.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  students  graduate  ill-prepared  for  the  next  phase  of  their  lives, 
communities  have  the  right  to  question  whether  their  hard-earned  tax  contributions  are 
being  put  to  good  use.  Communities  may  have  to  decide  whether  the  results  of  a  many- 
faceted  bilingual  program  warrant  the  cost.  It  might  be  more  economical  and  more  justi¬ 
fied  in  terms  of  results  to  divert  these  streams  of  money  from  Bilingual  Education  pro¬ 
grams  to  a  well-planned  and  accountable  English  Immersion  program~or  other  educa¬ 
tional  program  in  need  of  funding. 

Finally,  above  and  beyond  the  desirability  of  achieving  fluency  in  English  per  se,  is  the 
fact  that  language  carries  culture.  While  American  culture  is  diverse,  English  is  its  under¬ 
pinning.  Our  Constitution  is  written  in  English.  So  is  the  Bill  of  Rights.  Our  society  is 
founded  on  Jefferson,  Joyce,  Poor  Richard's  Almanac;  the  Bard  of  Avon,  the  Belle  of 
Amherst,  Philip  Marlowe,  and  Mother  Goose:  the  great  amalgam  of  sounds  and  ideas 
which  permeate  and  uphold  our  culture,  and  glue  us  together.  All  students  deserve  the 
education  that  allows  them  equal  access  to  that  culture  and  this  People. 

Jack  Cumiskey  and  Nancy  Winston  teach  job  skills  courses  to  Asian  immigrant  stu¬ 
dents  at  an  area  nonprofit.  Winston  also  teaches  English  as  a  Second  Language 
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dum  questions  in  California  and  Arizona.  His  targets  this  year  are  Massachusetts  and 
Colorado. 

The  impetus  for  Unz’  crusade  for  English  Only  is  totally  based  on  ideological  grounds 
rather  than  an  interest  in  the  education  of  these  English  learning  children,  many  of  whom 
are  immigrants.  Unz,  a  physicist  by  training,  is  not  an  educator  and  has  never  spent  time 
in  a  bilingual  education  classroom.  His  zeal  for  English-only  instructions  can  be  traced  to 
the  views  of  his  fellow  conservatives,  for  example,  bilingual  education  and  multicultural 
education  are  threats  to  their  English-only  assimilationist  ideology. 

The  Unz  Initiative  is  not  about  teaching  English  or  supporting  the  education  well 
being  of  language  minority  students.  There  is  currently  no  research  supporting  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  Unz1  one-year  and  out  model  of  English-only  program.  Who  could  do  all  their  aca¬ 
demic  work  in  a  foreign  language  just  after  one  year  of  studying  that  language? 

Bilingual  education  is  indeed  about  teaching  English.  It  is  a  valuable  tool  to  help 
immigrant  English  learners  and  children  of  non-English  speaking  parents  to  access  acad¬ 
emic  subjects  while  learning  English.  The  goal  of  bilingual  education  is  to  teach  not  just 
English,  but  also  the  range  of  academic  subjects,  as  well  as  the  higher  order  critical  think¬ 
ing,  problem  solving  and  socialization  skills  necessary  to  be  full  and  productive  citizens 
of  the  world.  An  English  as  a  Second  Language  component  exists  in  any  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion  program.  Students  are  learning  English  as  a  Second  Language,  starting  on  day  one. 

In  a  traditional  Transitional  Bilingual  Education  (TBE)  program,  students  are  gradual¬ 
ly  transitioned  into  an  all  English  classroom  after  two  to  three  years  of  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion.  In  a  Two-way  program,  mainstream  English  speakers  and  bilingual  students  study 
in  two  languages  (English  and  the  native  language  of  the  bilingual  students)  in  the  same 
classroom  for  up  to  six  years.  Research  has  consistently  shown  that  students  in  such 
"Two-Way"  bilingual  education  programs  out-performed  their  mainstream  peers  in 
English  and  academics.  The  Unz  Initiative  would  make  it  almost  impossible  for  these  pro¬ 
grams  to  continue.  (Under  the  immersion  initiative,  limited  waivers  are  granted  for  stu¬ 
dents  who  are  older  than  10,  already  fluent  in  English,  or  have  special  needs  beyond  just 
language.)  The  state's  original  TBE  law  allows  for  a  range  of  programs  for  English 
Language  Learners,  taking  into  consideration  the  literacy  skills  and  the  education  back¬ 
ground  of  immigrant  students  and  others  in  need  of  english  as  a  second  language  train¬ 
ing.  People  should  also  note  that  bilingual  education  has  always  been  a  choice  program. 
Parents  have  the  absolute  right  to  opt  out  of  bilingual  education  at  any  point  —  that's  one 
point  that  the  immersion  pushers  don't  mention. 

The  legal  basis  for  bilingual  education  is  Title  VI  of  the  Civil  Rights  Act  of  1964,  which 
prohibits  discrimination  based  on  race,  color,  or  national  origin.  Under  this  principle,  the 
Supreme  Court  ruled  in  the  case  of  Lau  v.  Nichols  that  school  districts  must  have  pro¬ 
grams  to  ensure  that  English  Language  Learners  have  equal  access  to  the  standard  cur¬ 
riculum.  The  mode  of  instruction  must  be  both  "comprehensible"  and  "meaningful."  Lau, 
a  Chinese  immigrant  student,  was  part  of  a  class  action  suit  against  the  San  Francisco 
school  district  for  placing  non-English  speaking  students  in  a  mainstream  classroom  with¬ 
out  additional  support.  The  Court  ruled  that  the  district  must  take  affirmative  action  to 
help  immigrant  students  overcome  their  language  barrier  and  to  access  the  regular  cur¬ 
riculum. 

Massachusetts  became  the  first  state  in  the  country  to  pass  bilingual  education  legisla¬ 
tion  in  1971.  State  officials  realized  the  need  for  bilingual  education  when  they  saw  large 
number  immigrant  children  dropping  out  of  school  and  not  graduating.  My  uncle,  for 
example,  was  an  outstanding  student  in  China  before  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  his 
early  teens.  He  was  put  into  a  classroom  with  immigrants  from  different  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try  and  the  language  of  instruction  was  in  English.  He  was  so  frustrated  with  his  lack  of 
understanding  that  he  dropped  out  of  school  at  16.  He  became  a  waiter  in  restaurants  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

Since  1971,  Massachusetts'  Transitional  Bilingual  Education  Law,  Chapter  71  A,  has 
allowed  thousands  of  English  Language  Learners  a  year  the  opportunity  to  have  a  mean¬ 
ingful  education.  Many  of  these  immigrant  students  graduate  and  go  on  to  college  and 
post  secondary  education.  For  example,  at  the  Burke  High  School  in  Boston,  over  the  last 
few  years  90  to  100%  of  its  bilingual  graduates  have  gone  on  to  college.  The  Burke  High 
School  has  recently  received  an  award  from  the  College  Board  for  its  accomplishments. 
The  Quincy  School,  Harvard  Kent  and  Baldwin  Chinese  bilingual  programs  in  Boston 
have  also  been  cited  for  their  outstanding  achievements. 

Despite  these  successes,  we  recognize  that  we  do  need  to  improve  and  strengthen 
bilingual  education  programs,  particularly  in  the  recruitment  of  certified  teachers,  the 
monitoring  of  the  progress  of  students,  and  having  the  proper  resources  in  place.  The 
bilingual  education  reform  bill  that  was  signed  into  law  (Antonioni-Larkin)  by  Acting 
Governor  Swift  has  addressed  some  of  these  issues.  It  allows  districts  to  choose  from  dif¬ 
ferent  styles,  such  as  immersion,  transition  bilingual  education  and  two  way  programs. 
(The  immersion  pushers  don't  acknowledge  this  one,  either.)  The  sledgehammer 
approach  offered  by  Ron  Unz,  a  man  who  is  more  committed  to  his  own  political  agenda 
than  to  education,  is  not  the  answer.  Moreover,  those  who  are  intimately  involved  with 
the  issue,  parents,  teachers,  and  administrators,  should  decide  such  important  education 
policy  decision.  We  should  Vote  No  on  2  to  safeguard  parental  choice  and  students'  access 
to  equal  educational  opportunities. 

Tom  Louie  is  an  education  advocate  representing  Mass.  English  Plus  and  Mass. 
Coalition  for  Bilingual  Education 


Will  You  Vote  Yes  on  Question  2? 


Cyndi: 

"No.  Some  kids 
need  bilingual 
education. 
That's  a  deci¬ 
sion  teachers 
and  parents 
should  make 
together.  1  don't 
have  a  child  in  bilingual  educa¬ 
tion  and  I  shouldn't  make  deci¬ 
sions  for  others  with  children  in 
bilingual  ed. 

What's  offensive  is  that  teachers 
can  be  sued  for  speaking  stu¬ 
dents'  native 
language." 


Anita: 

"English 
immersion  is 
better  for  the 
students.  I 
came  here  at 
age  15  from 
China  and 
went  to 

Charlestown  High  School.  It  took 
long  for  me  to  learn  English.  I 
think  I  would  have  learned 
quicker  if  I  only  learned  in 
English,  not  in  Cantonese.  All  the 
people  (in  my  classes)  were 
speaking  Cantonese.  Speaking  all 
English  is  better." 


Sou  Pong:  "No 
because  bilin¬ 
gual  education 
to  us  immi¬ 
grants  and  long 
time  residents 
who 

don't  speak 
English  is  good. 
There  are  those  whose  English 
are  not  good  and 
we  need  to  help  improve  their 
English  and  if  we  improve  their 
English,  we  can  improve  their 
standard  of  living." 


Selena: 

"No,  because 
America's  cul¬ 
ture  is  a  melt¬ 
ing  pot  with 
different  peo¬ 
ple  and 
cultures.  It's 
wrong  to  force 
kids  to  learn  English  without  any 
guidance. 

It's  wrong  on  the  teachers  to  be 
punished  for  looking  out  for  kids 
if  they  speak  their  language.  It 
will  increase  the  drop-out  rates 
for  students  if  you  look  at  statis¬ 
tics  from  California.  It's  shown 
that  the  Unz  initiative  is  not  a 
good  thing  and  it  cost  more." 


Ming: 

"I  agree  with 
immersion.  I 
think  there's 
some  benefit 
to  bilingual 
education,  but 
if  you  want  to 
learn  English 
you  should  be  in  a  class  that  only 
teaches  English.  I  came  here  in 
middle  school  (from  Taiwan)  and 
I  went  straight  into  English  as  a 
Second  Language  classes  because 
my  school  didn't  have  enough 
Chinese  students  for  the  bilin¬ 
gual  program.  It's  harder,  but  it's 
quicker." 


(Kye  Leung/ A. S.) 


CALENDAR 

MEETINGS 

Chinatown  Safety  Meeting  is  first 
Wednesday  of  the  Month,  10:30a.m.  at 
Doubletree  Hotel,  821  Washington  St. 

Chinatown  Neighborhood  Council 
Meeting  is  the  third  Monday  of  the 
Month,  6  p.m.  at  125  Harrison  Ave. 

EVENTS 

The  Asian  American  Stand  Up  Spotlight 

SHOWCASES  TALENTED  ASIAN  AMERICAN 
COMICS  PERFORMING  AT  THE  STRAND  THEATRE 

on  543  Columbia  Road  on  Nov.  2  at  8  p.m. 
Call  (617)  499-7997  or  log  onto 

www.tinakim.com. 


ARTIST  WEN-TI  TSEN  WILL  TALK  AT  THE 

Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  995  boyl- 
ston  st„  Boston,  Jan.  5,  6:30  p.m.  (617)  266- 
5152  or  go  to  www.icaboston.org. 

EXHIBITS 

Chen  Zhen's  works  are  on  exhibit  at  the 
Institute  of  Contemporary  Art,  995  boyl- 
ston  st„  Boston,  until  Dec.  31.  $5-$7;  free 

ON  THURSDAYS  5-9  P.M.  CALL  FOR  DAYS  AND 
TIMES  AT  (61 7)  266-5152  OR  GO  TO  WWW.ICA- 
BOSTON.ORG. 

FILMS 

The  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  Boston  at  465 
Huntington  Ave.  will  screen  the  Japanese 
masterpiece  "Ikiru"  on  Dec.  27  at  7:30  p.m.; 
Dec.  28  at  3:15  p.m.;  Dec.  29  at  11  a.m.;  Jan. 
4  at  10:30  a.m.  and  Jan.  5  at  10:30  a.m. 
Tickets:  $8-$9. 

The  Brattle  Theatre  at  40  brattle  street 

in  CAMBRIDGE  WILL  SCREEN  THE  JAPANESE  ANI¬ 
MATION.  movie  "Spirited  Away,"  by  Hayo 
Miyazaki  on  Dec.  27-Jan.  2.  Times  are  2:30; 
5;  7:30  AND  10  P.M.  CALL  TO  CONFIRM  AT  (617) 
876-8021. 

To  HAVE  YOUR  EVENT  LISTED,  EMAIL  ENG- 
LlSHEDITOR@AACA-BOSTON.ORG 


AT 
SAMPAN 
GAIL 
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Shannon  O'Brien 
and  Chris 
Gabrieli  showed 
up  in  Chinatown 
on  Oct.  30. 
O'Brien  was 
endorsed  by  the 
new  Asian  Pacific 
American 
Agenda  Coalition 
PAC.  O'Brien 
rated  second  on 
the  Asian  Pacific 
American 
Agenda 
Coalition's 
"report  card"  of 
the  candidates. 


WINTER  VALLEY  RESIDENCES 
FOR  THE  ELDERLY,  INC. 

Winter  Valley  Residences  for  the  Elderly,  Inc.  and 
Winter  Valley  Residences  II,  Inc.,  a  160-unit  complex 
financed  by  HUD  for  elderly  citizens,  is  now  accepting 
applications  for  its  waiting  list. 

Winter  Valley  I  has  one  and  two  bedroom  and  barrier 
free  units.  Winter  Valley  II  has  studio,  one  bedroom, 
and  barrier  free  units.  They  are  owned  and  managed  by 
Milton  Residences  for  the  Elderly,  Inc.,  600  Canton 
Avenue,  Milton,  MA  02186. 


& 


Contact:  Sharon  Williams ,  Manager 
617-698-3005 


foual  housing 
opportunity 


Public  Notice 

The  Quincy  Housing  Authority  will  open  its  State  and  Federal 
Family  Public  Housing  Waiting  Lists  for  three  and  four 
bedroom  units  only.  These  Waiting  lists  will  be  open  for  three 
months  from  November  1,  2002  and  closing  January  31,  2003. 

Anyone  wishing  to  apply  for  a  3  or  4  Bedroom,  State  and/or 
Federal  Public  Housing  unit  may  apply  at  The  Quincy  Housing 
Authority,  80  Clay  Street,  Quincy  between  the  hours  of  8:30 
and  4:30  on  November  1,  2002  and  any  time  thereafter  up  until 
close  of  business,  on  January  31,  2003.  Applications  will  also 
be  accepted  by  mail  and  can  be  obtained  by  calling  the 
Authority  at  617-847-4350. 


Applications  will  only  be  considered 
if  received  or  postmarked 
on  or  before  January  31,  2003. 


Equal  Housing 
Opportunity 


Affordable  Rental  Opportunity 

The  Causeway 

226  Causeway  St.,  Boston,  MA 
20  units  total 

2  studio  units  ranging  from  $950  -  $1,213 

14  one-bedroom  units  ranging  from  $1,088  -  $1,682 
4  two-bedroom  units  ranging  from  $1,224  -  $1,891 

For  Households  at  or  below  80%,  100%,  or  120%  of  median  income. 

Maximum  Income  by  Household  Size 

HH  Size 


80% 

100% 

120% 

41,550 

51,950 

62,350 

47,500 

59,400 

71,250 

53,400 

66,800 

80,150 

59,350 

74,200 

89,050 

Applications  are  available  by  mail  from  Maloney  Properties,  Inc. 
October  28,  2002  through  November  7,  2002 
Deadline  for  completed  applications  by  mail  only: 
Postmarked  no  later  than  November  12,  2002 

Selection  by  lottery. 

Preference  for  household  size 
Preference  for  Boston  Residents 
Handicap  households  have  preference  for  accessible  unit. 

For  more  information  and  applications  please  call  Maloney  Properties  Inc 
at  (617)  670-2600 
Monday  -  Friday 


in 


9am  -  5pm 


Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


Housing  and 
Real  Estate 
Ads  and 
Legal  Notices 


ROBINSON’S 
MANAGEMENT,  CO. 

Available  to  manage  single 
&  multifamily  housing 
throughout  Mass.  For 
PRIVATE  &  PUBLIC 
OWNERS 

37  Harvard  Street,  Suite  3M 
,  Brookline,  MA  02446 
P:  617-232-6121 
F:  617-232-2931 


REQUEST  FOR  PROPOSALS 
FOR  ARCHITECTURAL  SERVICES  * 

The  Brookline  Housing  Authority  (BHA)  is  receiving  proposals 
for  the  professional  services  of  an  architect  for  two  renovation 
projects  at  Sussman  House,  50  Pleasant  Street,  Brookline, 
Massachusetts,  a  9-story  building  of  100  occupied  units  for  the 
elderly  and  disabled. 

Services  will  include  design,  cost  estimates,  preparation  of 
bidding/contract  documents,  assistance  in  bidding,  and 
construction  contract  administration. 

Facade  Renovation  at  Sussman  House 

The  scope  of  work  for  this  project  will  include  replacement  of 
vertical  wood  siding,  flashing,  and  caulking.  The  goal  is  to 
resolve  water  penetration  problems.  The  replacement  siding 
may  be  wood  or  an  alternative  material.  The  construction 
budget  is  $50,000. 

Window  Replacement  and  Apartment  Renovation  for 

Accessibility  at  Sussman  House 

The  work  will  include  replacement  of  34  awning  type  windows 
located  in  the  comer  apartments.  Also  included  in  this  project  is 
the  renovation  of  an  existing  space  into  one  wheelchair 
accessible  apartment  that  will  comply  with  federal  and  state 
regulations.  The  construction  budget  is  $125,000. 

Applications  must  be  received  by  4:00  PM  Friday,  November 
15,  2002.  A  voluntary  briefing  session/site  visit  is  scheduled  for 
Friday,  November  8,  2002  at  9:30  AM  at  50  Pleasant  Street, 
Brookline.  Application  packages  may  be  obtained  by  calling 
Carol  Correnti  at  617-731-9551  or  Matt  Baronas  at  617-277- 
2022  ext.  301. 


o- 


Legal  Notice 

The  Greater  Attleboro  Taunton  Regional  Transit 
Authority,  acting  as  the  Human  Service  Transportation 
Broker/Mobility  manager  for  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  will  be  conducting  a  procurement  process 
for  transportation  services  for  consumers  of  the  Division 
of  Medical  Assistance  (MassHealth),  Department  of 
Public  Health  (Early  intervention)  and  Department  of 
Mental  Retardation.  As  part  of  the  procurement  process 
two  general  information  forums  for  prospective  vendors 
are  scheduled: 

Tuesday,  November  19lh  at  1 1:00  AM 
Lord  Jeffrey  Inn 

30  Boltwood  Ave.,  Amherst,  MA  01002 
Tel:  413-253-2576 

(Parking  passes  are  available  at  the  Inn) 

& 

Thursday,  November  21st  at  11:00  AM 
Sheraton  Tara  Hotel 
37  Forbes  Rd.,  Braintree,  MA  02184 
Tel:  617-848-0600 

The  forums  will  give  vendors  and  overview  of  the 
services/programs  being  procured  and  the  current 
procurement  process,  and  provide  and  opportunity  to  ask 
questions.  All  prospective  vendors  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  attend.  Representatives  for  the  3  state 
agencies  as  well  as  the  Brokerage  RTAs  will  attend  the 
forums.  The  procurement  process  is  for  services  that  will 
start  on  July  1,  2003.  For  further  information  please 
contact:  Lorri  Emond  at  508-823-8828  ext.  240. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  to 
promote  the  award  of  state  contracts  in  a  manner  that 
develops  and  strengthens  certified  Minority  and  Women 
Business  Enterprises  (M/WBEs). 


copyright  ©  2002  United  Parcel  Service  of  America,  Inc. 
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Attorney  Nancy  J.  Harrington 
Attorney  Daniel  P.  Harrington 


■MW. 


*  Temporary  Work  Visas  (H-1B,  0-1,  L-l.R-1)'  ♦  J-ft  -§-  i£(H-lB,0-l,  L-1,R-1) 


*  Family-based  Visa  Petitions 

*  Labor  Certification  Applications 

* 

*  National  Interest  Waiver  Petitions 

*  Outstanding  Researcher  Petitions 

*  Intra-Company  Transeferee  Petitions 

*  Religious  Worker  Petitions 

*  Naturalization  &  Citizenship 

*  Deportation  Proceedings 


*  ms j#  e 

*^AifU 


171  Milk  Street,  Suite  24 
Boston,  MA  02109 

(617)  482-3800 

E-mail:  Harrington- Law@Juno. Com 
WEB  SITE:  WWW.BOSTONIMMlGRATION.COM 
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LOOKING  FOR  A  JOB? 

a  m  m  is  «  #  (aaca>  z  m  m  m 
,  ttk*m 

NEU  BAN  CAN  VIEC  LAM!  HAY  BE  AACA  GIUP  BAN! 


New  Class  Begins  November  25,  2002 

FREE  Office  Skills  Training  Program 

‘Telephone,  Customer  Service,  Transcription  and  Typewriting  skills 
‘Microsoft  Office,  Windows  and  the  Internet 
‘Business  English 
‘Job  Shadowing 
‘Internship 


“ This  program  will 
help  me  find  the 
kind  of  job  I  really 
want.  ”  —  Christine 
Chen 

"As  a  result  of  this 
program,  /  will  be 
able  to  change  my 
life.  ”  -  Bin  Hu 
"The  instruction  is 
clear  and  the 
teachers  are  very 
helpful.  1  really 
learned  a  lot " 
Odete  Furtado 


PLEASE  TAKE  THE  TEST  ON  ANY  OF  THESE  DAYS: 

Tuesday  Oct. 29  lpm  Friday  Nov.  8  1pm  Friday  Nov.  22  lpm 
Friday  Nov. 01  3pm  Friday  Nov.  15  3pm 
Tuesday  Nov.05  6pm  Tuesday  Nov.  1 9  6pm 


*  You  must  speak  English  as  a  second  language,  be  a  legal 
permanent  resident  or  U.S.  citizen,  have  low  to  moderate  income 
and  be  a  resident  of  Boston  or  Greater  Boston. 

PLEASE  COME  TO  200  TREMONT  STREET,  BOSTON  (Near  Green  Line 
Boylston  Street  Station.  Opposite  the  Emerson  Majestic  Theatre) 

Tel:  (617)  426-9492  ext.210  (Sailesh) 

Fax:  (617)  482-2316 
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J.S.  Waterman  &  Sons  -  Eastman  -  Waring 

Affiliated  Family  Funeral  Homes  Since  1832 

KENNETH  F.  BENNETT 
FUNERAL  DIRECTOR 

(®®fc^24/jt0§ag^ .  'timm&mm 
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-800-344-7526 
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(617)536-4110  1-800-344-7526  (617)472-1137 


495  Commonwealth  Ave. 
(KENMORF  /&&&) 

J.S.  Waterman*  Sons 


Wellesley-Sudbury-Fall  River- 
Lynn-Fairhaven-Dartmouth- 
New  Bedford-Framingham- 
Peabody-Norwood-Marblehead 


576  Hancock  St. 

Deware  Funeral  Home 
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Boston 

Redevelopment 

Authority 


City  Hall  9th  Floor 
1  City  Hall  Square 
Boston,  MA  02201 
617.722.4300 


The  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  will  host  two 
public  meetings  regarding  the  Draft  Impact  Project 
Report  ("DPIR")  for  the  proposed  Residences  at 

Kensington  Place 

(Washington  Street  between  Boylston  and  LaGrange) 

submitted  by  the  Kensington  Investment  Company 

Tuesday,  October  29,  2002 

Boston  Park  Plaza  Hotel  . 

Arlington,  Berkeley,  Clarendon  Rooms 
64  Arlington  Street 

6:30  -  8:30  PM 

Tuesday,  November  12,  2002 

Tufts  University,  Posner  Hall 

200  Harrison  Avenue 

6:30  -  8:30  PM 

Simultaneous  Cantonese  translation  will  be  available  at  both  meetings. 
The  developer  proposes  to  construct  336  units  of  rental  housing  with 
334  parking  spaces  and  7000  sq.ft,  of  ground-floor  retail  space 
fronting  on  Washington  Street  and  Boylston  Square. 

Copies  of  the  Draft  Project  Impact  Report  regarding  the  proposed 
project,  as  well  as  Section  1.0  of  the  DPIR  translated  into  Chinese, 
may  be  viewed  at  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  9th  floor, 
City  Hall,  Boston,  Monday-Friday  9  AM  to  5  PM. 

The  public  comment  period  for  this  DPIR  filing  has  been  extended 
until  November  22,  2002.  Public  comments  should  be  submitted  by 
this  date.  Mail  to: 

Heidi  Burbidge 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 
Boston  City  Hall,  9th  floor 
One  City  Hall  Square,  Boston,  MA  02201 
Phone  617.918.4306  Fax  617.742.4464 
Email  Heidi. Burbidge.BRA@ci.boston.ma.us 

Harry  Collings 

Executive  Director/Secretary 
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WILLIAM  W.  SOOHOO  ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 
1146  WASHINGTON  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02118 


MIS  ■  (617)482-1553 


Personal  Injuries 
Car  Accidents 
Criminal  Cases 
Bankruptcy 
Divorce 

Establishment  of  a  Corporation 
Purchase  or  Sale  of  Business  &  Homes 

Immigration 

Work  Visas  (H1B,  0-1. 1.-1.  M) 
Labor  Certification 
(Cook,  Software  Engineer) 

Priority  Worker 
Outstanding  Researcher 
National  Interest  Waiver 
Asylum 

Deportation  Appeals 
Family-Based  Visa  petitions 


Dunkin’  Donuts 
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Correction 

Request  for  Proposals  (RFP) 

Work  Readiness  with  Vocational  Rehabilitation 

The  due  date  for  proposals  is 
Wednesday  November  27,  2002. 
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Mitt  Romney  is  a  leader  who  will  improve 

education,  create  iobs,  and  increase  affordable 

housing  for  the  Asian  community  and  all  citizens 

of  Massachusetts. 
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Mm  Romney  saved  the  Olympics  and  has  made  a 
career  of  growing  successful  companies.  He  will 
fix  the  waste  and  inefficiency  on  Beacon  Hill. 

Vote  Republican  on  November  5. 
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